
Since 1997, the Village has been
participating with Amtrak, the
Illinois Department of Transport-
ation and other Amtrak communi-
ties throughout Illinois in a work-
group that meets regularly to dis-
cuss issues affecting passenger rail
service in the State.  As an out-
growth of the Village©s participa-
tion in this group, Village
President Richard Hofeld estab-
lished Homewood©s Illini Rail
Corridor Committee in January
2002.  Charged with the mission
of increasing public awareness of
the railroads in the community
and promoting the Village's rail
heritage, the Committee was
tasked with several projects from
the start.  These included promot-
ing Homewood as a stop on a pro-
posed high-speed rail line from
Chicago to St. Louis, studying the
feasibility of purchasing the
Village's train depot for use by
community groups and coordinat-

ing events centered around
Amtrak's stop in Homewood for
trains traveling to the Chicago Bear
home games in Champaign during
their 2002 season.
Committee members set to work

immediately meeting with local
business owners to discuss how to
capitalize on the opportunity pre-
sented by the Bears.  These plans
were complicated when Amtrak
announced it would not be schedul-
ing any special trains to Champaign
for the Bear's home games.
Undeterred, the Committee worked
with a local financier and contract-
ed with Amtrak to run its own
train, dubbed the CHAMP-train.
This special train boarded passen-
gers at Union Station in Chicago
and also in Homewood and was
run for seven of the eight Bear's
games during the 2002 season.  Its
success was a highlight in an other-
wise disappointing year for the
Bears.  
More long-range planning is in

order for the other goals initially

proposed for the Committee.
Budgetary constraints at Amtrak
have stalled planning efforts for a
Midwest high-speed rail network,
although the Rail Committee is still
lobbying for Homewood as a mem-
ber of the Midwest High Speed Rail
Coalition.  The Committee, along
with Village staff, has toured
Homewood's rail depot, met with
representatives of the Canadian
National Railroad (the depot's
owner) and completed a survey of
local community groups regarding
its use.  A decision is currently
pending about the Village assuming
ownership of this structure.
Buoyed by the CHAMPtrain's suc-

cess, Homewood's energetic Rail
Committee members have been
working hard planning several other
new and exciting projects centered
around the rail depot in downtown
Homewood.  These projects, which
are all grant funded, include a rail
watching platform, a rail theme
park and murals painted in the pas-
senger tunnel leading from

Harwood Avenue to the train plat-
forms.  Read more about these
ongoing projects on pages 12 & 13.
As each of these projects is complet-
ed, it will be featured in a future
issue of the Village Key.  

Current members of this
Committee include Jim Wright
(Chair), Paul Burgess, Frank
Casella, Suzanne Ehlebracht, Tom
Grant, Jim Gresens, Dan
Gunderson, Sharon Gunderson,
Mike Gutchewsky, Bruce Hutton,
Craig Lint, Randy Olson and
Myron Tibbe.  Fire Chief Ray
Presnak and Village President
Richard Hofeld act as liaisons to 
the Committee.

www.homesweethomewood.com

Homewood 's Rail Committee

Fall 2004

Homewood owes its location,
indeed its very existence, to the
railroad - the Illinois Central
Railroad.  Since the I.C.'s first

train stopped in the Village in
1853, the railroad has been an
integral partner in the growth and
development of Homewood.  The
history of both the railroad and
the Village are intertwined.  

The availability of the I.C.'s
freight and passenger train service
in the 1850's helped tiny
Thornton Station, as Homewood
was known in its early years,
thrive and prosper.  The depot
acted like a magnet, attracting

businesses and homeowners by the
convenience the rails provided to
destinations like Chicago and
points beyond.  

By 1890, the Illinois Central
extended commuter rail service to
Homewood.  This increased the
frequency of trains traveling to
and from Chicago.  Homewood
became an attractive option for
city dwellers looking to buy or
build a home in a ªcountry likeº
setting, within a reasonable com-

mute by train to work. The
Village's population increased, and
three years later Homewood was
officially incorporated. 

During the ªroaring twentiesº,
the railroad electrified its com-
muter line through Homewood,
replacing trains powered by old
steam engines with cleaner and
more dependable electric trains.
The decade also saw the comple-

PRESERVING THE PAST, PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

continued on page 23
Next Stop Homewood

Illinois Central Engine 1

by Jim Wright
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Next Stop, Homewood!by Jim Wright
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interest in these projects or as new
projects were developed, the mem-
bership increased.  Never in my
wildest dreams did I envision the
additional projects that this zeal-
ous, hard-working committee
would develop.
A rail-watching platform was sug-

gested, resulting in a ªfield-tripº to
a similar platform in Rochelle,
Illinois.  We were told over 60,000
rail buffs visit the Rochelle site
annually, providing a stimulus to
the businesses in their town.
Following this visit, plans for
Homewood's rail-watching plat-
form began.  Pace has agreed to
lease the Village land at the south
end of their bus turnaround for
$1/year.  (The newly constructed
Kroner parking lot will provide
parking.)  Rail Committee mem-
bers designed the platform, keeping
in mind ADA accessibility, and

matching the architectural style
and the roof lines of the existing
Metra and Amtrak platforms.  As
land surveys and design plans pro-
gressed, an application for funding
was made to Representative Jesse

Jackson, Jr.'s office.  Late last year
we were notified grant funds were
approved to finance this project.
The idea for a rail park evolved as

the platform became a reality.
Through the Committee's efforts
and aided by Canadian National,

an old Illinois Central locomotive
and caboose have been obtained
and will be refurbished and placed
on tracks (donated by C/N) in the
grassy area near the Amtrak station.
Additional railroad-related items

are being acquired and will be
incorporated into the rail park.
In May the first Railroad Heritage

Days event was held.  Model trains
were set up in the Village Hall
Board Room and in the Fire sta-
tion, along with a railroad memo-

rabilia swap meet.  Over 1,500
people - youth, seniors and families
- attended.  The event was so suc-
cessful that it will continue to be
held annually on the first Sunday
in May.
The activities and creativity of the

Rail Committee have been out-
standing.  They epitomize the
words of Carl Sandburg, ªMake no
small plansº!  I now envision rail-
related business opportunities in
the downtown, a hobby shop and
an increase in food, beverage and
film/camera sales.  Our long stand-
ing relationship with the railroad
will now be delivering tourism;
people who will be spending their
dollars in Homewood.  We will be
benefiting from one of our oldest
and most important resources - our
railroad.

President's Message
continued from page 3
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Work continues on a comprehen-

sive strategic plan for the Village of
Homewood that will guide the
Village over the next five years.  By
visioning Homewood in 2010,
Village officials, employees, and
members the advisory boards,
commissions and committees have
contributed to identifying the fol-
lowing seven strategic issues as pri-
orities for the Village:

1. How do we provide a diversi-
fied and dependable revenue
stream while controlling expenses
and simultaneously providing qual-
ity Village services?
2. How do we continue to create

economic development opportu-
nities?
3. How do we maintain quality

of life and community pride?
4. How do we involve employees

to create an innovative customer
service oriented workforce?
5. How do we improve commu-

nications?
6. How do we utilize technology

to improve operations that will
benefit the community?
7. How do we capitalize on

regional opportunities and address
regional issues?
Phase II of the strategic plan is

almost complete, as objectives and
goals are being finalized that
address these issues.  In late
September, the Village Board will
discuss the final report and direct
staff to begin working towards
achieving the established goals.  As
with the last five-year plan, staff
will be asked to track their work
and submit quarterly reports to the
Village Board for their review.   

Homewood ushers in its
autumn season with a wonderful
family event, the ªTaste of
Homewood Fall Fest.º
On Saturday, September 18, from

11 am to 10 pm, area residents
gather on Hickory Road, from
Dixie Highway to Martin Avenue,
to sample the tastiest chili recipes
and fall food favorites from  the
Ridgewood Tap, the Fifth Quarter
Tap, Tin Ceiling, Aurelio's Pizza,
Lassen's Sports Bar, Leona's
Restaurant, Mitchell's Ice Cream,
Dairy Queen, Pops for Beef, Tom©s
Family Restaurant and Bogarts.

This family event again promises
something for everyone, including
guessing games with super prizes
and great musical
entertainment.
Favorite activities
include horse
drawn hay rides
through Village
streets and an
evening camp
fire.  The featured
attraction for all
chili lovers is the chili
cook-off competition, where mem-
bers of local clubs and organiza-

tions vie to be awarded the prize
for the best pot of chili.
Following the judging, fest partici-

pants line up to sam-
ple all entries in this
competition.  There
is no admission
charge.
Representatives from
clubs and organiza-

tions wanting to show-
case their legendary chili

recipe and vie for cash prizes can
contact Boni Otto at 206-3375 for
information on participating in the
chili cook-off.

These winners were chosen from
approximately 60 pieces of art
entered in the adult and youth divi-
sions.

HERE'S HOMEWOOD
First Place- Robert Flori
Second Place- Ron Sinclair
Third Place- Frank LoBue

Honorable Mention- Graydon
Cafarella, Peter Alukas, Carolyn
Funk, Ron Sinclair

FOUR SEASONS 
OF IZAAK WALTON

First Place- Carolyn Funk
Second Place-  Peter Alukas 
Third Place- Robert Flori

Honorable Mention- Carolyn
Funk, Steve Frew, Peter Alukas,
Graydon Cafarella

YOUTH DIVISION
First Place- Emylee Carlton
Second Place- Kourtney Bautz
Third Place- Brenden Jones
Honorable Mentions- Henry and

Owen Kreis, Colleen, Hannah,
Nicole and Meagan DeVries, Julian
Gaines, Jana Hoeller, Laura
MacDonald, David Meehan and
Anthony Swiatnicki.

The contest judges were Anna
Carroll, Frank Casella and Carol
Boyajian.

The Village has been in the
process of making several signifi-
cant upgrades to its management
information system.  Some resi-
dents have already witnessed one of
the changes in the form of new
water bills.  The postcard size water
bills have been replaced with letter
size bills mailed in envelopes.  This
change is the result of a series of
new financial software applications
that the Village  began implement-
ing in November 2003.  The new

applications allow the Village to
better process its payroll, general
ledger, accounts payable, accounts
receivable, cash register, water
billing, vehicle stickers and other
municipal functions. The new soft-
ware replaced software the Village
used for several years that had
become outdated.
The Public Works Department is

in the process of implementing new
software as well.  Public Works will
now be able to use computer tech-

nology to help plan and schedule
projects, determine the actual cost
of jobs, such as repairing a sewer or
water main, keep better track of its
parts and equipment inventory,
maintain its fleet of vehicles and
process service requests.
The Police Department recently

upgraded its 9-1-1 center with new
computers and software.
Dispatchers now have faster and
more reliable computers with new
software that allows them to better

handle the many forms of electron-
ic communications they have on a
regular basis with officers in the
field, county, state and other
municipal law enforcement agen-
cies.  Software upgrades to state and
county law enforcement informa-
tion systems have also been
installed.
The Village has a wide area net-

Have You Sampled a True Taste of  Homewood?

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S
To the Following Winners in the President©s Art Contest and Exhibition Held on June 12

Community News
continued on page 6

Homewood's
Farmers Market

Don't forget to patronize
Homewood's Farmers Market
for farm fresh summer pro-
duce.  From July 10 through
October 9, Homewood's mar-
ket features produce vendors
Jim Hansel and Jim Curry, as
well as Paula Newton with her
homemade jams and jellies.
The market is sponsored by
the Kiwanis Club and  is locat-
ed  in St. Joe's parking lot.
You can shop the market on
Saturday, between 8 and noon,
until October 9th. 

Join Us at Homewood's Fal l  Fest and Chil i  Cook-off Competit ion 

Computer Upgrades Improve Vi l lage Operat ions

photo by Randy Olson
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Homewood's first Railroad
Heritage Day was held on
Sunday, May 2nd.  Contributing
to its huge success were thirty-
four vendors, along with three
ªtabletopº railroad clubs whose
members participated in a swap-
fest/flea market and set up elabo-
rate, operating model train dis-
plays both in the fire station and
in the Village Hall.  The train
layouts were operated by the
Chicagoland Lionel Railroad
Club, the Bolingbrook Model
Railroad Club and the
Independent Hi-Railers West
Division. 
To honor Homewood's Railroad

Heritage Day, the Metra Electric
Line ran a special train, made up
of the last four ªchocolate and

orangeº painted passenger cars
from the old Illinois Central
Line.  Kids of all ages rode ªLittle
Obieº, a miniature Canadian
National train that putt-putted
around the parking lot behind
the municipal complex.  Amateur
radio operators staffed a special
event station during the day,
making radio contact with other
amateurs across the country.  The
festivities also included a ground-
breaking ceremony for the
Village's train-watching platform
on Harwood Avenue, near Ridge
Road.  US Rep Jesse Jackson Jr.
(D-2nd) and Village President
Richard Hofeld presided over
the ceremony.
The first Railroad

Heritage Day was a won-

derful way to celebrate
Homewood's long rail heritage
that dates back to the arrival of
the Illinois Central rail service in
Homewood in the 1850s.  It is
estimated that 1,500 citizens of
all ages visited this first event.
Next year©s celebration is planned
for the first weekend in May and
will coincide with the dedication
of the train-watching platform
along Harwood Avenue. 

ªIt's drab and dullº is a common
complaint of commuters using the
passenger tunnel leading from
Harwood Avenue to the train plat-
forms in downtown Homewood.
Heeding these complaints,
Homewood's Rail Committee has

coordinated efforts with the Village,
Metra and the Art Department at
Homewood-Flossmoor High School
to brighten up the tunnel passage-
way.  Since the beginning of the year,
Rail Committee members have dis-
cussed the possibility of having art

students at H-F paint 4' x 8' panels
depicting historic scenes from
Homewood's past that would then be
mounted on the walls in the tunnel.
H-F Art teacher Rebecca Healy has
spearheaded these efforts on behalf of
the high school, and students there

are excited about working on this
project.  Permission to proceed with
this project has been secured from
Metra, the agency that owns the tun-
nel, and art students at H-F will
begin working on their ªmaster-
piecesº this fall.  Work should be

completed in the spring when the
panels will then be mounted on the
tunnel walls, providing a brighter
and more interesting view for
Homewood's commuters and visitors
to the Village.

The Homewood Rail Corridor

Committee's plans for a ªRailfanº

train-watching platform and rail-

road equipment display park are in

the advanced planning stages.  Both

facilities should be completed and

available for residents and guests to

enjoy by the end of the summer of

2005. 

The ªRailfanº train-watching plat-

form design has been finalized, and

site engineering is underway.  The

official groundbreaking ceremony

was held on Sunday, May 2nd in

conjunction with Homewood's first

annual ªRailroad Heritage Day.º

Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. and

Homewood President Richard

Hofeld, whose support was instru-

mental in acquiring the federal

grant money that has enabled con-

struction of the facility, presided.

The platform, which will occupy

the south end of the Pace bus/train

transfer facility on the east side of

the railroad right-of-way in down-

town Homewood, will be an attrac-

tive, fully-roofed, open-air facility

which will match the general

ªsouthwesternº design themes of the

existing Amtrak (Illinois Central)

train station and Metra commuter

train platform.  This train-watching

platform, designed with the rail

photographer in mind, will offer

outstanding views of the Canadian

National (Illinois Central) mainline

through downtown, as well as the

busy Metra Electric District train

tracks.  The raised site also offers

safe, family-friendly train-watching

access to those with small children,

and will be fully compliant with the

guidelines of the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA).  A similar

park in far northwest suburban

Rochelle, IL, has drawn many visi-

tors to that community, offering

support to local businesses and con-

tributing significantly to their gen-

eral tax fund. 

Progress has also been significant

on Homewood's next big rail-related

project; a rail equipment display

park.  This park, which will be

located on the west side of the rail-

road right-of-way through down-

town, immediately adjacent to the

Amtrak train station, will display a

fully restored, vintage Illinois

Central locomotive and caboose, as

well as a historic ªposition lightº sig-

nal mast from the old Illinois

Central Gulf railroad line from

Chicago to St. Louis.  The caboose

and signal have already been

acquired through generous dona-

tions from the Canadian National

Railway and the Union Pacific

Railroad.  These items are in safe

storage, pending restoration.  The

vintage diesel locomotive, Illinois

Central #8408, is being acquired

with very generous support from the

Canadian National Railway and the

National Railway Equipment

Corporation of Dixmoor, IL.  The

unit is presently being prepared for

display, and will soon travel from

Dixmoor to Homewood for storage

until the display area is ready.

Homewood's Rotary Club has also

expressed an interest in providing

support for the park as well, and the

Rail Committee is working with

them on the best way that they can

assist.  Current plans call for the

park's construction to hopefully be

completed by the end of summer

2005.

Together with the Metra tunnel

mural project, described below, and

the ongoing ªRailroad Heritage

Dayº event each spring, these two

attractive, safe, state-of-the-art facili-

ties will put Homewood ªon the

mapº of places that railroad enthusi-

asts enjoy visiting, attracting tourists

to safely enjoy our town and provid-

ing important support to our busi-

nesses, as well as to Village tax cof-

fers.  The sites represent a signifi-

cant historic and educational venue

for our own citizens as well, empha-

sizing the importance that the rail-

road industry has played in our

town's past, that it plays in our lives

today, and that it will continue to

play in Homewood's future.

Rai l road Her i tage Day

Railroad Heritage 

Art  Students to Decorate Rai l  Tunnel

C O N S T R U C T I O N  N E A R S  F O R  
R A I L F A N  P L AT F O R M  A N D  E Q U I P M E N T  P A R K

Railroad Heritage Day 
May 2nd, 2004

An artist's rendering of the proposed site plan and rail platform to be located east of the tracks, at the southend of the
Pace bus drive through.  Bottom Right: Groundbreaking of the new platform. Photo by Frank Casella

photos by Frank Casella and staff

by Paul Burgess

by Jim Wright


